
HOUSING our local communities since 1984 

Providing homes, Improving lives, Strengthening communities 

Byron Affordable  
Housing Summit  

 
John McKenna CEO 

10 February 2017 



1 

Providing homes, Improving lives, Strengthening communities 

 The hats I wear that flavour my 
presentation today about Social & 
Affordable Housing 
◦ CEO North Coast Community Housing 
◦ Chair of NSW Federation of Housing 

Associations  
◦ Founding member of the Housing Alliance 

 My presentation today will contain 
input from all of those roles 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I would like to begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians of the land we are meeting on today, the ………………… people of the ……………… nation, and pay my respects to their Elders, past and present.I also acknowledge my gratitude that we share this land today, my sorrow for some of the costs of that sharing, and my hope and belief that we can move to a place of equity, justice and partnership together.
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Providing homes, Improving lives, Strengthening communities 

NCCH – A little about us 
 In business since 1984 
 Largest Community Housing Provider 

based on the Far North Coast 
 Tier 1 Registration under the National 

Regulatory System 
 Currently manage over 940 tenancies 

from Tweed Heads to Clarence Valley 
and west to Tabulam 

 Social landlord in Byron Shire managing 
over 230 properties since late 2009  
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Providing homes, Improving lives, Strengthening communities 

 We employ 35 local staff 
 We invest almost $10 million annually back 

into our regional economy 
 We have added 53 social & affordable 

housing outcomes to our portfolio since 
2012 

 We have just completed a mixed tenure 9 x 
2 bedroom townhouse development in 
Goonellabah, with no government funding 
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 Formed in 2010 to focus on social and 
affordable housing issues in our regions and 
to raise the profile of regional community 
housing issues 

 The three members of the HA manage almost 
3,000 tenancies across the New England, 
Central West and Nth Rivers regions 
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Providing homes, Improving lives, Strengthening communities 

We collaborate on research and regional 
responses to Parliamentary Enquiries 

 We are currently in the 
process of launching 
Australia’s First Social 
Value Bank 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Australian Social Value Bank will provide access to financial proxies for a wide range of well-being values that can be used to:conduct a basic assessment of the economic impact of socially directed initiativesprovide evidence of value for money for Board reports or Government grant applicationscompare the impact and return on investment of different programs and optimise the value for money in program designValues can be used within a full Social Return on Investment assessment or as a basis for cost benefit analysis.
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Providing homes, Improving lives, Strengthening communities 

Some info about housing supply and demand in 
our region 
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Providing homes, Improving lives, Strengthening communities 

Households are deemed to be in rental stress if 
there housing costs are > 30% of income 
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 51 Argyle 

Street Mullumbimby
 $695,000 = 15 
times median 
income for Byron 
Shire 
 
 

75 Prince 
St Mullumbimby 
$690,000 to $729,000 = 
15 times median income 
for Byron Shire 
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2/6 Rush Ct  
Mullumbimby 
$595,000 = 13 times 
median income for 
Byron Shire 

85 Station 
Street Mullumbimby 
$795,000 to $865,000 
= 17.25 times median 
income for Byron Shire 
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Providing homes, Improving lives, Strengthening communities 

Social Housing As a % of all Households 

Australia approx. 4% 

NSW approx. 5.1% 
Nth Rivers approx. 3.2% 

Byron Shire approx. 1.8% 

We need more social and affordable 
housing in the Northern Rivers 

Social and Affordable Housing needs to 
be recognised as critical infrastructure 

not as a welfare issue 
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 At the end of July 2016 there were 3,327 
applicants on the Social Housing Waiting List from 
Tweed to the Clarence Valley 

 1,088 of those on the list are waiting for housing in 
Byron Shire 

No plan by Government to provide additional 
housing to meet this need, in fact they are selling 
of their high value land at market value 

 There are currently approximately 200,000 
applicants on social housing waiting lists across 
Australia, with no real plan to fix the issue  
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There are currently 60,000 
people on the NSW Social 
Housing waiting list with no 
real plan to supply new 
housing outcomes 

If there were 60,000 
children who weren’t 
able to start school this 
year or 60,000 people 
waiting for emergency 
hospital treatment 
there would be a 
justifiable public outcry 
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The question needs to be asked; 

How, in Australia in 2017, 
do we agree on a solution, 
to this wicked housing 
problem? 
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Questions? 
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