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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the Byron Shire Preliminary Draft 
Residential Strategy August 2016. 

I understand that the preliminary draft strategy will be used to inform the preparation of the 
draft and final residential strategy. The intent of the final strategy is to set a clear vision 
and policy framework for addressing the shire's residential development needs to 2036. 

Local growth management strategies such as the Byron Residential Strategy are important 
in directing future growth to appropriate locations that can sustainably accommodate 
development and are readily serviced. Council when preparing these strategies should 
ensure that they are prepared consistent with State Environmental Planning Polices, 
section 117 Directions, the draft North Coast Regional Plan, and the Far North Coast 
Regional Strategy and its associated settlement planning guidelines. For example, Council 
should ensure that identified State and regionally significant farmland areas are retained 
for agricultural production and not identified for future housing. This will assist the 
Department in being able to approve the future strategy and in delivering a timely and 
streamlined release of the identified lands. 

To assist the Department's future consideration of the draft and final strategy, it is 
recommended that specific attention be given to: 

• detailing consistency or any potential inconsistencies with State Environmental 
Planning Polices, section 117 Directions, the draft North Coast Regional Plan, and 
the Far North Coast Regional Strategy and its associated settlement planning 
guidelines; 

• detailing if proposed release areas are within or outside the growth boundaries 
identified in the Far North Coast Regional Strategy and the draft North Coast 
Regional Plan; 

• including an assessment consistent with the requirements of the Far North Coast 
Regional Strategy and the draft North Coast Regional Plan for any proposed areas 
of interest outside of the identified growth boundaries; 

• finalising Section 5.1 Supporting Housing Diversity; and 
• addressing rural and rural lifestyle dwellings in Council's Rural Land Use Strategy 

(unless Council determines to integrate to the two strategies to provide a single, 
holistic and integrated housing growth management strategy for the Shire). 
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In addition, I would also encourage you to consider including detail in the draft Strategy to 
help inform the community and allow them to participate fully in the future direction of 
Byron Shire. In particular, further detail could be considered in relation to: 

• specific strategies to address population growth, an ageing demographic, reducing 
housing occupancy rates, housing diversity and tourist accommodation demands; 

• detailing how the settlement patterns proposed relate to residents journey to work, 
employment projections and infrastructure provision (including social infrastructure); 

• assessing the availability of infrastructure and providing clear sequencing of 
potential release areas (i.e. short, medium or long term); and 

• clearly identifying how the recommendations of the Byron Shire Housing Needs 
Report have been considered and addressed. 

I look forward to working with you towards the development of the draft strategy. 

If you require any further information regarding this matter, or would like an opportunity to 
meet with Department staff to discuss this matter in more detail, please do not hesitate in 
contacting Mr Josh Townsend of the Department's Northern Region Office. Mr Townsend 
can be contacted on (02) 6641 6603. 
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