
BBTCMP Meeting – Wednesday 6th February 2019 

Claire McGarry, Mark Arnold, Rob Van Iersel, Phillip Holloway, Cr Jan Hackett, Cr Sarah 
Ndiaye, Natalie Hancock, Alex Caras, Chris Hanley, Donald Maughan, Troy Eady, Helen 
Buckley, David Michie, Fleur Verschure, Gail Fuller, Anne Leitch, Tony Gembeck, Denzil 
Lloyd, Mark ‘Mono’ Stewart, Charlie Wilson, Anthony Pangallo, Lyn Leger, Jack Dods, 
Melissa Pleiter, Peggy O’Neill 

Apologies: Ben Gordon, Vicki Henricks, Mary Gardener 

Chair: Chris Hanley:-  

 

Art for railway park 

Commission has been awarded for the $80K art work to go into the redeveloped railway 
park it was shortlisted by a panel including Plummer and Smith (railway park landscape 
architect). The shortlist was then considered by the Public Art Panel and this artwork was 
selected, then endorsed by Council. 

Two options had been reviewed by the arts panel for the artists submissions, a small 
concept model of the winning design was presented to the Leadership team. The finished 
art work will be approx. 2 meters by 2 meters in size and constructed of Gal steel 

The BMGG noted that it did not have input in the selection of the art work. After much 
discussion the group agreed that the selection process for any public art projects needs to 
be reviewed and that in a case like railway park may be the location needs to be 
completed then any art to be placed in it should be considered. 

The tender for the redevelopment of the Railway park is to be awarded at the 28th 
February Council meeting. At that meeting, Council will also consider a report regarding 
the railway park rotunda. 

 

Residential Strategy Greater Byron Bay Area. 

 A presentation by council representative Natalie Hancock requesting that the team go out 
to our community contacts and develop “character narratives” for our locations Town, 
village and Streets so that the character of our area can be described and put into the 
development strategy for the “Greater Byron Bay, that is Sunrise through to Suffolk”. 

Note that this presentation was discussing a topic that is outside the normal scope of the 
Town Centre Master plans teams charter however it is critical to our future communities’ 
character. 

She discussed the impact of infill strategy in the shire for low rise, medium density, mixed 
use lands and how it is important to develop these character narratives so that when infill 
happens we can have some say on how, when, where and what it might look like so that 
it fits in with the character of the area.  

Council would like community input by mid Feb so that they can develop a document to 
go on public display in March for community review   



When this presentation was questioned in some depth it caused a great deal of concern 
from the Master plan team. 

In summary the state government has passed a law that will come into effect in Byron 
Shire July 2019 that will means certain types of DA’s will not have to go to council for 
approval they can be certified privately without community input so that developments 
can be fast tracked. 

E.g. on a 600sq meter block the developer will be able to build what is called a Manor 
house design i.e. a 2 unit up and two unit down building effectively 4 units on a 600 sq. 
meter block. Additional it appears that the developer has a cap on the maximum 
contribution to Section 94 funds, currently a developer pay contribution on a percentage 
of the cost of the development. 

A map of the shire was presented to the team that showed the areas across the shire that 
could be affected by the state governments legalisation and some “off the top of the head 
figures” were discussed that estimated that in an area like coast side Suffolk Park there are 
approx. 700 blocks of the size that could fit into this zoning and in the greater Byron Bay 
2481 there are approx. 4000 blocks that could fit into this classification not to mention 
other villages and communities across the shire which could be severely affected by 
density of development 

The Master plan team and all our associated community contacts need to be made aware 
that the legalisation has the potential to have a greater impact on Byron bay and the shire 
that the West Byron Development or possibly any other development in the shire 

Even though this discussion is outside our Town Centre Master Plan team charter Chris 
Hanley and Donald Maughan are going to be contacting as many community groups to 
organise some form of public discussion/Rally to question this legalisation on our shire.  

Details of this meeting to come out as soon as it is organised before the March election 

From what we have been able to glean so far, our councillors are not totally aware of the 
potential impact of this legalisation nor are the three politicians National, Labour or Greens 
running in the state election in March  

Please start discussing this within your contacts.     

 

West Byron 

Both have been referred to JRPP. The East parcel was refused last week and is now to the 
Land and Environment Court. The west parcel is still to go before the JRPP. 

BSC meeting with Minister with a recommendation to shrink the residential portion and 
increase the environment areas. Back zone to reduce the area that is zoned. 

A recommendation has also been suggested by local Green candidate for Govt to buy 
back land for environmental reasons. 

 

 



 

Mercato 

Lodged a DA to demolish old supermarket building and replace with a Hotel and 
Conference Centre. (140 rooms). Shops and Restaurants. 

BSC has asked that a number of issues are addressed, one being height. Still waiting for a 
response. Hold on advertising until received. 

 

Bus Interchange 

This is not a BSC project. They have worked with Transport for NSW to reduce the footprint 
and the interchange preference to be west of the corridor. 

 

Marvel St A 

Old Doctors house on southern side of road. Proposal in for a 3 storey accommodation 
with a rooftop bar. Refused based on height issue etc. Now scheduled for Land and 
Environment Court in March 

 

Marvel St B 

Old house between yellow Hertz house and the Dive building on the northern side of the 
road.  

Original DA approved in 2016 for Motel, Restaurant and included two levels of basement. 
An amendment has been lodged that has better frontages back and front (activation in 
Fletcher Lane) however one basement level is deleted – car space loss justification 
presented as car share, electric bikes and shuttle services.  

 


