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1. Objectives
1.1 To effectively control the proper planting of trees, shrubs and landscaping within 

footpath and nature strip areas in road reserves and drainage easements. 

1.2 To provide clear and safe pedestrian thoroughfares. 

1.3 To prevent damage to Council’s underground water, sewerage and stormwater 
services and maintain access to services for maintenance.

2. Policy Statement
2.1 No retaining walls, trees, shrubs, hard landscaping or massed plantings or physical 

structure with hard edges or rockeries to be placed within the footpath or nature strip 
within road reserves and drainage easements controlled by Council unless it 
complies with this policy. 

2.2 Trees, shrubs, landscaping, plantings, retaining walls and other physical structures 
including hard edged gardens or rockeries shall not be placed within 1.5 metres of 
either side of underground services to allow adequate access for maintenance. 

2.3 Where plantings or landscaping is approved and then carried out within the footpath 
or nature strip area, a corridor of 1.5 metres wide (minimum) and 2 metres high 
(minimum) shall be maintained for pedestrian traffic.

2.4 A clear area width of 1.0m behind kerb is to remain free of massed planting or hard 
landscaping for the safe movement of pedestrians.

2.5 To avoid obstructing vision of drivers and pedestrians, trees (including shrubs, 
planting and landscaping) are not to be closer than 15m from the building line of the 
intersecting street.

2.6 No landscaping or planting is to be placed where it may obstruct the vision of drivers 
or pedestrians, adjacent to driveways, etc.

2.7 All plantings and landscaping is to be kept a minimum of 1.5m from table drains to 
allow drainage and access for maintenance.

2.8 Council reserves the right to remove any tree, shrub, planting or landscaping, etc, 
deemed to present a safety problem, maintenance problem or where necessary to 
provide new infrastructure such as paved footpaths and the like.

2.9 If plantings etc. are considered to be a problem Council will notify the owner of the 
need for removal. If this notice is not complied with Council will remove any tree, 
shrub, planting or landscaping and in the event of such removal, Council will not be 
responsible for the reinstatement or cost of items removed, and Council will recover 
the cost of removing any trees, shrubs, plantings, landscaping, etc.


