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1. Objectives
1.1 To minimise air pollution nuisances in urban and rural areas. 

2. Policy Statement
2.1. Backyard burning shall only occur in properly constructed incinerators, designed to 

prevent the escape of sparks and burning materials. 

2.2. Burning shall occur after due consideration of prevailing wind conditions and the 
likely effect on the amenity of affected neighbours.  A permit pursuant to Part 4, 
Division 5 of the Rural Fires Act (Permits and notice requirements) is required to light 
fires in urban areas at all times throughout the year, and not just during statutory 
bush fire danger periods.  Rural areas only require a permit during bush fire danger 
periods.

Permits are available from the local Town Brigade Captain and are required at least 
24 hours before planning to burn.  The fire permit remains in force for the period 
specified in the permit (per s90 of the Rural Fires Act)

(In rural areas where circumstances warrant, burning may occur in a space cleared to 
at least 5 metres (cl 27(2) of the Rural Fires Regulation 2022) surrounding the fire 
and in accordance with all other instructions issued by the Fire Control Officer). 

2.3. Burning shall not occur during times of total prohibition, as declared by the Minister 
for Police and Emergency Services.

2.4. Before lighting any fire for burning garden refuse the Fire Control Centre and 
immediate neighbours shall be given at least 24 hours’ notice in accordance with the 
Rural Fire Service Safe Burning Checklist.

2.5. At least one person must be in attendance at all times whilst the burning is 
undertaken and an adequate water supply is to be available on site near the fire.

2.6. Only garden waste matter such as dried leaves, branches, lawn clippings, etc. 
produced on the property may be burnt.  All other domestic waste matter shall be 
disposed of/recycled through the municipal garbage system.

2.7. Council encourages the use of the green organics bin collection for urban areas or 
composting or mulching of all garden waste, either in properly constructed 
composting areas or by having the waste mulched using either a home mulcher or by 
delivering to Council’s tip mulching site.


