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From the Mayor’s desk
Welcome to the second edition of Byron Shire 
Council’s magazine, Something to Talk About.  It’s 
a chance to take stock of the year we’ve had as a 
community, to reflect on the recent challenges and 
upheaval we’ve faced with extremely dry weather 

and the threat of bush fires that are now a reality in our 
subtropical home. A huge thank you to everyone who 
bravely volunteers their time, and often their lives, to fight 
these fires on our behalf.

In this edition of Something to Talk About, we take the 
opportunity to provide an update on the progress being 
made across our road networks, bridges and culverts, 
our impressive park upgrades, community services and 
initiatives. There’s a great deal of which to be proud, 
backed up by the recent announcement of a total $25 
million (from 2020) from the NSW Government for 
roads and tourism-impacted infrastructure projects. On a 
personal note, with Christmas just around the corner, I’d 
like to wish everyone a very well-deserved break and safe 
holiday season. I look forward to continuing to build on 
our achievements, with you all, in 2020.

 

Mayor, Simon Richardson

Upcoming events
BRUNSWICK TWILIGHT MARKET Wednesday, 18 December 2019 Banner Park, Brunswick Heads

BANGALOW CHRISTMAS EVE EVENT Tuesday, 24 December 2019 Bangalow

SAFE SUMMER IN THE BAY - SOUL STREET NYE 
& FIRST SUN Tuesday, 31 December 2019 - 1 January 2020 Byron Bay

FALLS FESTIVAL Tuesday 31 December 2019 – 2 January 2020 North Byron Parklands

Extra weekly bin 
collections for Christmas 

Hold hands when crossing 
the road this summer and 
save lives  

Byron Shire Council will again be offering extra 
bin collection services for urban and rural 
residential properties over the Christmas-New 
Year period.

From Monday 23 December to Friday 3 January, 
Council will empty all wheelie bins weekly.
This includes red, yellow and green bins for urban 
households, and red and yellow bins for rural households. 
The additional services are recognition that extra waste and 
recyclables are generated over the festive season, and also 
to help reduce overflowing rubbish and litter, which is not 
good for neighbourhoods or the environment.

Please continue to reduce, reuse and recycle right over the 
Christmas period. SEE OUR BACK PAGE for a handy cut out 
recycling guide.

This is the important message from the Little Blue Dinosaur 
Foundation’s Michelle McLaughlin, whose four-year-old son 
Tom was killed by a car when the family was holidaying on 
the NSW Central Coast in 2014. 

As our Shire welcomes thousands of visitors on their beach 
holidays, it’s a salient reminder for everyone to be more 
present and hold hands with children when crossing the 
road. 

Council is a proud supporter of these important road safety 
messages from the Little Blue Dinosaur Foundation.
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$25 million boost from NSW 
Government 
The Byron Shire will receive a $25 million funding boost from 
the NSW Government, with $20 million to be dedicated to road 
renewal and reconstruction and $5 million to tourism impacted 
infrastructure projects. 

Council is grateful to MLC Ben Franklin who lobbied to secure this 
funding on Council’s behalf. The funding will result in a raft of much 
needed upgrades and improvements to the Shire’s road network. 

Byron Bay bypass update

Box culvert installation on Butler Street in October. 

Stage one of the Byron Bay bypass is well underway with 
significant work already finished on Butler Street. The eastern side 
from the Butler Street drain to Burns Street has been rebuilt and 
traffic is now driving on this side so that the western side can be 
constructed. The contractors are also working between Burns Street 
and Glen Villa Resort to complete as much as possible before the 
Christmas shutdown. 

Contractors have been installing new culverts and drainage as 
part of the project and new LED streetlights are operational. The 
overhead power lines will be removed shortly. For more information 
go to www.byron.nsw.gov.au/byronbypass and subscribe to our 
mailing list.  

Railway Park unveiled

On Saturday 2 November, Byron Bay’s newly upgraded Railway 
Park was officially opened with an afternoon of community 
picnicking, ceremony and entertainment. See our story on our four 
major park upgrades around the Shire this year on page 6.

New water carrier service 
Council has stepped in to 
provide a new 12,000L per 
trip water carting service 
for Byron Shire residents 
to ease the increasing 
demand for tank water 
supply experienced by the 
community in the current 
drought conditions.  

The service will operate until the drought breaks. This is new 
territory for Council – we have never done this before but 
commercial water carriers cannot keep up with the demand and 
some of our residents are in desperate need of water. For more 
information or bookings call the Byron Shire Council Depot on  
6685 9319 during office hours (8am-4pm).

Take 3 for the Sea this summer

Last year we had the highly successful Butt Free Byron campaign. 
This summer Council has joined forces with Take 3 for the Sea, 
a not-for-profit organisation working towards reducing plastic 
pollution.

Take 3 for the Sea Byron has the simple message of getting people 
to take three pieces of rubbish when they leave the beach, river, 
creek – anywhere. 

Take 3 for the Sea next time you’re at the beach and post or follow 
at #take3forthesea_byron #take3forbyron.

Solar plans for Myocum
Council is investigating how a proposed 5 megawatt solar farm 
could work on Council land at Myocum. Local residents and 
neighbouring properties were the first to hear more about the 
project at an on-site information session in November. The 
proposed solar farm site is at 1 Dingo Lane on land next to the 
Resource and Recovery Centre. 

When constructed, the 5MW solar farm will generate enough 
electricity to offset Council’s power usage and send additional 
renewable power back into the grid. 

Council is conducting glare and flooding assessments of the 
proposed site and will share the findings of the reports with the 
community in January. 

In the news
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Roads and Infrastructure 
Did you know we repair 
an average of 5,331 
potholes a month?

IN PROGRESS

•  Suffolk Park Cycleway including Bangalow Road and Broken 
Head Road shared path $564,000

• Phillip Street drainage upgrade, South Golden Beach $150,000

• Upper Wilsons Creek #10 causeway replacement $350,000

• Blackbean Road causeway replacements $350,000

• The Pocket Road reconstruction stage 1 $1 million

•  Kerb and gutter, footpath repairs and access ramp works 
$193,000

• Minor drainage works $115,000

•  Design for projects to be delivered in 20/21 financial year 
$150,000

  • The Pocket Road Stage 2 
  • Myocum Road 
  • Ruskin Street  
  • Massinger Street  
  • Middleton Street  

• 12 new bus shelters $270,000

• Traffic study strategic network analysis $155,000

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

• Gittoes Lane causeway replacement with bridge $350,000

• Eureka Road embankment remediation $500,000

• Settlement Road causeway replacement with bridge $350,000

• Tweed Valley Way major culvert replacement $400,000

• Settlement Road sealing, Main Arm $100,000

• Argyle Street asphalt overlay $323,000

• Clifford Street asphalt overlay $200,000

• Shire-wide asphalt heavy patching program $350,000

• Bangalow School crossing upgrade $40,000

• Federal Drive landslide $570,000

• Gravel road re-sheeting program $300,000
  • Upper Coopers Creek Road
  • Englishes Road
  • Tickles Road
  • Snow Creek Road
  • Minyon Falls Road
  • St Helena Road

• Byron Shire Council solar carpark $390,000

• Balemo Drive shared path $650,000

• Shire-wide Pedestrian Access Management Plan 

• Shire-wide Bike Plan

COMPLETED

Our roads are not in a good way – we know this. We would love to 
be able to rebuild all the damaged roads in our Shire but we just 
don’t have the money. It’s partly because elected Councils over 
many years didn’t prioritise funding for road maintenance. When 
the current Council was elected in 2016 Councillors recognised the 
severity of the problem and agreed that something needed to be 
done.

Each year since September 2016, funding for road maintenance 
has increased and infrastructure is the number one priority for the 
Council. In 2019/20 $42 million has been allocated for construction, 
maintenance and renewal of the road network as well as the water, 
sewer and drainage network. 

The Special Rate Variation (SRV) will raise an additional $3.4 
million in 2019/20. Last year it generated $2.5 million which 
funded projects including the renewal of Goonengerry Road 
and Repentence Creek Road, footpath replacements and heavy 
patching. These works would not have happened without the SRV.

We’ve been making progress and this is evident in many places 
such as Clifford Street at Suffolk Park (pictured below) and Argyle 
Street at Mullumbimby. 
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 •  Bangalow Road reconstruction (Pacific Highway to Tinderbox 
Road) $1.1 million

•  Bangalow Road safety improvements (Bangalow to Suffolk 
Park) $2.1 million

• 2019/2020 reseal program: $1 million
  • Coorabell Road 
  • The Pocket Road 
  • Clifford Street 
  • Mullumbimby Road 
  • Midgen Flat Road 
  • McGettigans Lane 
  • Coolamon Scenic Drive north 
  • Balraith Lane 
  • Hinterland Way 
  • Elizabeth Avenue 
  • Main Arm Road 

• South Arm Bridge major refurbishment $1.5 million

• Byron Creek Bridge replacement $2.1 million

• Main Arm #7 causeway replacement $450,000

• Main Arm #12 causeway replacement $350,000

• Main Arm #14 causeway replacement $350,000

•  Main Arm Road curve safety upgrade near Durrumbul Hall 
$300,000

•  Main Arm Road and Settlement Road intersection safety 
upgrade $300,000

• Repentance Creek Road causeway replacement $500,000

•  Coolamon Scenic Drive safety improvements (Azalea Street to 
Hinterland Way) $2.4 million

•  Arakwal Court turnaround upgrade at Byron High School 
$700,000

•  Ewingsdale Road shared path from Island Quarry to Bayshore 
Drive $90,000

• Renewal of roadside barriers shire-wide $146,000

• Jonson St Post Office footpath crossing upgrade $120,000

• Ewingsdale Road pavement renewal sections $310,000

• Pacific Esplanade drainage upgrade $70,000

PROJECTS COMING IN 2020

  
Brunswick Heads Bridge 

Work on the refurbishment of Brunswick Heads’ South Arm Bridge 
is scheduled to start in February 2020. A strict 10 tonne load limit 
currently applies on the bridge.

 

Bringing Back the Bruns update
This year we continued work on Bringing Back the Bruns, our 
long-term project to improve the health of the Brunswick River 
catchment.  

We’ve replaced two old concrete causeways with fish-friendly 
bridges and have a third in the pipeline and removed another 
three causeways completely.

You can see the difference the new Settlement Road bridge has 
made to fish passage. Fish can now move freely up and down 
much of the river where as before they could only migrate to the 
upper reaches during flooding.

BEFORE

AFTER
 Arakwal Court

Major upgrade works over summer will deliver better road, 
footpath and cycleway infrastructure for Arakwal Court at Byron Bay.

GRC Civil has been engaged to undertake the works and night works 
started on 9 December 2019 and will go until the end of term four 
on Friday 20 December 2019. Arakwal Court will then be closed for 
construction from Saturday 21 December 2019 until Monday  
27 January 2020.

People driving, walking or cycling in the area should take care, 
follow the signage and be aware of construction traffic and changing 
conditions.
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Community projects

BANGALOW PARKLANDS 

The Bangalow Parklands playground was officially opened in 
February this year and has been getting a work out from local 
kids and visitors ever since.  It was designed to activate the 
imagination of children of all ages, utilising sections of timber 
recycled from old Bangalow bridges to create gang planks, with 
large rocks, rainforest plantings, climbing poles, and two slippery 
slides, all providing opportunities for play and creativity. 

Bangalow Parklands Team Leader Christobel Munson told 
Something to Talk About “We are all so happy that the Parklands 
has now become a fabulous, well-loved and well-utilised green 
space, benefitting both visitors and people of all ages in the 
Bangalow community. It’s become far more than ‘just’ the weir”.

Four new playgrounds to discover 
It has been a great year for park makeovers with four exciting new playgrounds now ready to 
explore in Byron Bay, Ocean Shores, Suffolk Park and Bangalow. Which one will be your favourite?

BYRON BAY – RAILWAY PARK

The most recently completed park transformation, the reimagined 
Railway Park in central Byron Bay was opened with a community 
celebration on 2 November.  The park had been under wraps for 
around six months while extensive works were carried out to 
transform the run-down space into a thoughtfully designed and 
landscaped park – a thriving central meeting place, and ‘heart’, for 
the local community to gather and take pride in.  Nestled amongst 
the much-loved Cottonwood trees, Railway Park now features a 
new nature-based playground with wooden nests and super slides 
that are proving to be a hit with kids of all ages.

SUFFOLK PARK – NEW FIRE STATION 
PLAYGROUND AT GAGGIN PARK 

Earlier this year, Council put three playground concept ideas out to 
the local Suffolk Park community to vote on and the Fire Station 
playground was the hands down winner and works got underway.    
In October this year, the new playground was opened.

The new fire station playground caters for children up to about 12 
years old and features a mini-fire truck, a fireman’s pole, a climbing 
tower and a stepping ball which combines with a nature walk and 
landscaping made from rocks and recycled timber.

OCEAN SHORES – WATERLILY PLAYSCAPE 

If you haven’t taken the kids to Waterlily Park in Ocean Shores yet, 
make sure it’s on your list this summer. In a stunning, leafy setting 
this upgraded Playscape features a flying fox (suitable for all 
abilities), treehouse, all abilities basket swing, shade sails over the 
existing play equipment, new paths, gym equipment and more.

This upgrade followed on from earlier stages of improvements 
driven by the local community who had a strong vision for an 
imaginative play space featuring natural materials rather than 
standard off-the-shelf equipment. The result is a magical play 
experience for kids of all ages and abilities and, if Council’s recently 
completed survey is anything to go by, the improved park is getting 
a big thumbs up from everyone visiting, with the flying fox being a 
huge drawcard and success.
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BOOYONG TENNIS COURTS UPGRADED

The revamped tennis courts at the Booyong Recreation Reserve 
have been given a new lease of life thanks to a resurfacing upgrade 
this year. Greg Pearson, from the Booyong Recreation Reserve 
Trust said this major upgrade of the courts, which were built 
approximately 80 years ago, was long overdue. 

“The Reserve Trust is very grateful to the NSW Government for the 
Stronger Country Communities grant funding,” Mr Pearson said.

“We are very appreciative of the work of Council staff for helping to 
organise this for us because without this money and assistance the 
courts would probably have been closed,” he said.

BANGALOW’S HERITAGE HOUSE

Have you been to Heritage House in Bangalow recently?  Put it 
on your to do list (and what a great place to take visitors too) 
with new and improved facilities in this gorgeous Bangalow 
setting.  The upgrades completed this year include a new ‘hub’ 
for the exploration of family history and digital upgrades to allow 
local residents access to family history records held by the NSW 
Government.  Of course, no trip to Heritage House is complete 
without a delightfully old-fashioned high tea or barista coffee, a 
few scones and sandwiches served on the verandah of this majestic 
Queenslander.   

MULLUM MUSEUM – KEEPING LOCAL STORIES 
ALIVE

Preserving the history of the Brunswick Valley was front and centre 
of a project to upgrade the Mullumbimby Museum this year.  The 
old machinery shed has been insulated, a new awning provides 
better protection from the weather and lighting has been installed 
to highlight the displays. The original Mullumbimby Post Office, 
which is the main museum building, has also been repainted.

The Mullumbimby Museum has a diverse and incredibly important 
collection of material that records the social, economic and civic 
history of the Brunswick Valley – a timeline of the changes in the 
way we live, work and play. Find out more at  
www.mullumbimbymuseum.org

SANDHILLS EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTRE 
REFURBISHMENT BEING ENJOYED BY ALL

Recently completed improvements to learning spaces, the kitchen, 
bathrooms and laundry are making a huge difference to everyone’s 
experience at the Sandhills Early Childhood Centre in Byron Bay.  

Sandhills Early Childhood Centre offers a preschool program as well 
as a long day care service for children from five months old to six 
years old. There are currently 95 children enrolled in the services.

Community winners
2019 was a bumper year for community projects with investment from Council and grants won 
through the NSW Government’s Stronger Country Communities Fund (SCCF).
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Community Services & Support
Addressing rough 
sleeping and 
homelessness 

Homelessness is a complex issue and some of the most 
vulnerable members of our community are people sleeping 
rough - on our streets, in tents and cars, or sometimes with no 
shelter at all.  The need for local assertive outreach services 
and appropriate housing is critical, with the Byron Shire rough 
sleeping count in August 2019 revealing an 18 percent increase 
from the previous count in 2018.

In addition to the data Council has collected, Australian Bureau 
of Statistics data confirms that Byron Shire’s per capita rates 
of homelessness are the highest in the region and twice the 
national average.

“With a lack of housing and a lack of service funding, Council 
is advocating for stronger State Government investment for 
Byron Shire, especially in locally-based assertive outreach 
services which are currently non-existent,” Council’s Director 
Corporate and Community Services, Vanessa Adams said.

Council has recently employed two Public Space Liaison 
Officers who will provide a respectful and compassionate 
response to issues arising from homelessness in public places.

Your local library is cool this summer
Escape the holiday madness this summer with a trip to your 
tranquil (and air-conditioned) local library!  Libraries in Byron Shire 
punch well above their weight when it comes to patronage and 
enjoy usage rates well above the State average.  The three libraries 
in Byron Shire are managed by Richmond Tweed Regional Library 
which is funded by Byron Shire Council – as well as the Lismore, 
Ballina and Tweed Councils. 

Child Care, Out of Hours School Care and 
Vacation Care
In addition to the Sandhills Early Child Care Centre which 
provides outstanding care for five month to six year old children, 
Council also runs vacation care and after-school care programs 
at Brunswick Heads Public School, Mullumbimby Public School 
and Byron Bay Public School.  For more details call Council on 
02 6626 7000.

Citizen’s Lottery – we need you!
Following on from Council’s work with deliberative democracy and 
citizens’ juries (called Community Solutions Panels) in 2019, we will 
be establishing a Citizen’s Lottery in 2020 and everyone is invited 
to be part of it – in fact the more the more people who sign up 
the better. Everyone who opts-in will be part of a pool of people 
who can be contacted and invited to take part in a wide range of 
community consultation throughout the year. Sign up at  
www.yoursaybyronshire.com.au

Community Initiatives Program helps grow 
success

Want to learn how to use a drill?  Build a coffee table?  Or even 
build a shelter?  The Shedding Community Workshop is a not-for-
profit organisation running fun and inclusive basic carpentry skills 
workshops in Mullumbimby and Council is proud to support it 
through its Community Initiatives Program funding.

The Shedding Community Workshop was one of nine community 
projects to share in $37,000 funding through Byron Shire Council’s 
annual Community Initiatives Program in 2019.

Other recipients included the Japanese Youth Drum Project, 
Bangalow Koalas, Seabin Foundation, Byron Youth Theatre, 
Big Scrub Landcare, Sprung! Integrated Dance Theatre, and 
contributions towards the Mullum2Bruns Paddle and the Bangalow 
Billycart Derby. 

Applications for 2020 grants will open in April/May: www.byron.
nsw.gov.au/grants. 

Youth Challenge results in Food Waste Expo 
planned for April 2020

How can we reduce food waste in the Byron Shire?

This was the problem that five year 9 and 10 students from 
Mullumbimby High chose to tackle as part of Council’s new Youth 
Leadership Challenge initiative. Over four weeks in October/
November, the students were guided through some first-hand 
lessons in civics, local government and politics and had an 
opportunity to work with staff and Councillors to solve their 
identified problem and find practical ways to stop food waste 
going to landfill.

“I commend the students for their research and for the inspiring 
idea to host a food waste expo which will take place in April next 
year,” Mayor Richardson said.
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Planning

     Development Applications 
    In 2019 in Byron Shire the total value of DAs  

assessed was $248,184,043. That’s up from 
$138,965,486 in 2018.  

Main Beach Shoreline Project
This project focuses on the foreshore between Byron Bay’s Main 
Beach Surf Lifesaving Club and the First Sun Holiday Park, and is 
next to Apex Park, the Memorial Pool and the beach car park with 
the ultimate aim to protect Jonson Street and the town of Byron 
Bay from major future weather and tidal events. 

Consultants, Blue Scope have just started work on the project so 
keep an eye on our website for more information and ways you can 
be involved or provide information and opinions.

Mullumbimby Masterplan
The draft Mullumbimby Masterplan was on public exhibition in 
October-November and we spoke to scores of people at the 
markets and in town to find out what they love about Mullum and 
received 44 written submissions. All feedback and submissions 
were reviewed and incorporated into the Masterplan when it was 
presented to Council at the December meeting.

The winner of the Mullumbimby photo competition is Jennifer 
Hughes of Ocean Shores, ‘A misty morning in Mullumbimby’.

Bangalow Village Plan
Many thanks to the Bangalow Village Plan Guidance Group for the 
work they put into this document. The Bangalow Village Plan was 
adopted in February and we are now working on implementation.

Place Planning Collective
Council recently resolved to take a new approach to managing 
place plans in the Shire.  This innovative approach will be 
guided by the Place Planning Collective, which will manage the 
implementation of adopted place plans for our towns and villages.  

We called for expressions of interest for membership and will 
have more information on its makeup after the Council considered 
membership at its December meeting.

Residential Strategy
Council considered a report on the draft Residential Strategy 
in December 2018.  Consultation on the draft strategy has now 
occurred in 2 stages:

•  Shaping our neighbourhoods, open for discussion in May 2019

•   Full draft Residential Strategy exhibition, 28 August – 11 October 
2019.

The final Strategy will be reported back to Council for adoption 
early next year.

Business and Industrial Lands Strategy (formerly 
Employment Lands Strategy)
A draft Business and Industrial Lands Strategy was exhibited in 
2018 but in June this year Council decided to consider the inclusion 
of additional land between Gulgan and The Saddle Road at 
Brunswick Heads and land at 150 Lismore Road Bangalow. These 
sections were not included in the draft strategy and we went back 
to the community to see what people thought.  The final strategy 
was debated by Council at the December meeting.

E Zones
The E zone planning proposals (PP) are progressing well. 

Stage 1 is awaiting gazettal and exhibition of the Stage 2 planning 
proposal recently completed.  Both stages represent agreed 
outcomes reached on over 650 properties on the application of 
both environmental and non-environmental zones, with over 2,300 
ha proposed for environmental zonings. 

Stage 3, which will include a similar number of properties as PP2  
(> 600), is substantially advanced and should be finalised for 
reporting to Council in early 2020. PP3 is expected to include 
the largest area of proposed E zones relative to PP1 and 
PP2 at 3,500+ha, making it the most significant stage of the 
implementation program. 

Stage 4 is a new stage in the implementation program specifically 
created to address all public land affected by the E zone review, 
including land owned by Council, the Crown or other government 
agencies. Stage 4 will commence when the other stages are 
completed.

Rural Events and Weddings
We are trying to find a balance between rural events and weddings 
and people who live in the Byron Shire by changing our Rural 
Function Centre Planning Controls to ensure events are licenced, 
limited to a certain number a year, and take into account things like 
parking, noise and guest numbers. This has been a complex issue 
to address. The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
has now signed off on an amended planning proposal which will be 
publicly exhibited in early 2020.

Emissions Reduction Strategy
Council is aiming to have net zero emissions by 2025 and this is the 
basis for our Emissions Reduction Strategy which was adopted in 
June this year.  We also want to source 100% of our energy through 
renewable sources by 2027. To Zero Together is our catchcry! 

Strategic Planning – a snapshot from 2019 
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Protecting our environment
The protection and preservation of the 
environment continues to be a major 
focus for Council.  
Some of the highlights this year are:

    Implementing the Flying Fox Camp 
Management Plan 

•  Vegetation management plans 
developed for flying fox camps at 
Mullumbimby, Middleton St Byron Bay 
and Paddy’s Creek Bangalow.

•  Vegetation management and 
community engagement at Paddy’s 
Creek to improve flying fox habitat and 
to manage impacts on local residents.

    Protecting our Koalas
•  Planting and restoring koala habitat in 

Bangalow, Mullumbimby, Myocum and 
Skinners Shoot as part of the Byron 
Habitat Corridors project.

•  Working with the University of 
Queensland, Friends of the Koala and 
other Northern Rivers Councils to map 
and understand koala populations in 
the region.

•  Raising community awareness on how 
to keep dogs under control around 
koalas and other native wildlife, 
through the Bow Wow – Look at Me 
Now event.

    Pest management
• Developing a draft Integrated Pest Management Strategy.

•  Implementing our Pest Animal Management Plan and the 
Operational Plan for dogs, cats and foxes.

•  Working with a trapper to deal with wild dogs, feral cats and 
foxes on Council-controlled land and strategically-located private 
properties.

    Ecological Restoration 
•  Council’s Bush Regeneration team has made exceptional progress 

recently with the prolonged dry weather slowing the growth of 
weeds and allowing good access to aquatic weeds, such as Taro, 
which have been removed.

•  The team has grown from three to five thanks to grant funding and 
staff are now able to target more problem areas as well as help 
rehabilitate areas after road works.

•  Working with Brunswick Valley Landcare volunteers on projects on 
61 hectares of Council-managed land.

Byron Arts and Industry Estate Precinct Plan
Council is preparing a Precinct Plan that will provide a 
framework to address issues such as traffic, parking and access, 
and will build a strong platform for the future of the estate.  
Council has considered the draft plan and endorsed it for public 
exhibition in early 2020.

Mullumbimby Hospital
The old hospital at Mullumbimby was demolished this year 
and the site has been remediated. Council’s attention has now 
turned to planning for the future of the hospital site which 
will be a mix of housing to address local community needs, 
community areas and green space.

Echelon Planning, a national leader in developing innovative 
concepts and plans for residential and community spaces, is 
looking at a range of housing options and how they might be 
adapted for the Mullumbimby Hospital site.  We’ll have more on 
this project in 2020.

Byron Bay Hospital
Council has been working closely with a group of passionate 
community members to achieve community-focussed outcomes 
on the old Byron Hospital site. A planning proposal to allow 
for some of the intended uses recently went to Council and 
will be forwarded to the Department of Planning, Industry 
and Environment for a gateway determination. This planning 
proposal will most likely be on wider public exhibition in 2020.

Talking future tourism
Byron Shire’s visitor numbers continue to climb, with over two 
million visitors in 2018/2019. Council is finalising a draft Byron 
Shire Sustainable Visitation Strategy 2020-2030 (SVS) which 
is based on research and engagement from the community, 
visitors, stakeholders and industry and aims to establish Byron 
Shire as a leading sustainable tourism destination. It is written 
in line with the Global Sustainable Tourism Council’s destination 
criteria for sustainable tourism, recognising the impacts 
visitation has on our environment and the community whilst also 
supporting our tourism economy. This new approach to Strategy 
development sees Council looking to the future of tourism in the 
Shire for the next ten years and valuing what our community 
sees priorities. A draft Strategy will be presented to Council in 
February 2020. The community will be invited to review the plan 
and comment during a public exhibition period in April.
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Water is a precious resource and it’s why 
sewage treatment plants all around the world 
are turning effluent (sewage) that has been 
highly treated, into recycled water. 

“What many people might not 
know is that at the Byron Bay 
sewage treatment plant, more 
than one mega-litre a day of 
highly treated effluent that 
would otherwise be discharged 
into our water ways, or one 
Olympic sized swimming pool, 
is available for use as recycled 
water,” Council’s Manager 
Utilities Cameron Clark said.

“Recycling water gives us better 
water security and it ultimately 
means that we’re saving money 
for ratepayers as well as doing 
something positive for the 
environment,” he said.

In the Byron Shire, recycled 
water is used for:

•  Toilet flushing at public toilet blocks in the Byron Bay town 
centre and some sporting clubs

•  Irrigation of sporting fields, parks, gardens and nurseries

•  Road construction projects

• Agriculture irrigation

Recycled Water  
saves us all

$5 million project to 
improve sewerage and 
stormwater network
An improved sewerage and stormwater network is needed to 
better accommodate the area’s growing population and more 
extreme weather in the future.  To achieve this, Mullumbimby’s 
oldest stormwater and sewerage networks have been the first to 
be condition assessed in the initial stage of a $5 million inflow  
and infiltration project. 

The condition assessments of Mullumbimby’s networks this year 
follow a community survey, physical and camera inspection, 
smoke testing and flow monitoring of Council mains and 
connection points. Various assets have been identified as 
requiring works ranging from maintenance, to minor rectification, 
to renewal. The highest priority works in Mullumbimby have been 
scheduled to start in February 2020, and are estimated to be 
completed by June 2020. 

Water and Sewer
Water restrictions  
Protecting our finest drop 
Byron Shire’s clean and fluoride-free water supply is a valuable 
drop, especially in peak tourism periods. Our potable water  
comes from two main catchments:

1.   Lavertys Gap Weir from Wilsons Creek – supplies  
Mullumbimby; and

2.  Rocky Creek Dam – supplies the remaining areas of the Byron 
Shire. (Rous County Council is the region’s bulk water authority)

Water restrictions*
Mullumbimby  Level 3

All other areas of the Byron Shire  Level 1

*Restrictions accurate at the time of printing

Stay savvy and don’t get caught out wasting water. Check the 
current restriction levels on our website.

Waste not, want not
Transforming the way we manage waste and wastewater is essential 
for a sustainable future. Byron Shire Council’s Utilities Team has 
been making the most of its sewage treatment plants by  
diversifying them, using resources wisely and minimising the  
impact on surrounding ecosystems.

Seven quick facts about our sewage treatment plants:
1.      Byron Shire has four sewage treatment plants – Bangalow, 

Byron Bay, Brunswick Valley (Mullumbimby), and Ocean Shores.

2.     Solar farms have been installed on three of the four sewage 
treatment plants to reduce Council’s carbon emissions and 
offset its energy use.

3.     Koala corridors have been established on buffer land at the 
Brunswick Valley and Bangalow sewage treatment plants, 
involving approximately 4,000 new plants to regenerate the 
bushland and provide safe passage for local koalas.

4.     Council staff are currently looking at a suite of sustainable 
projects that may be suited for the Brunswick Valley sewage 
treatment plant.

5.     Wetlands have been created at the Byron sewage treatment 
plant which helps filter the highly treated effluent before it’s 
released into the environment. The award-winning Byron 
wetlands alone are now home to over 200 species of shore 
birds and water birds.

6.     Council staff are considering the feasibility of new organic  
waste conversion technologies at the Byron sewage treatment 
plant. A proposed bioenergy plant would convert green  
waste into fully renewable green energy and power  
Council’s Byron sewage treatment plant.

7.     Treated recycled wastewater from the Byron sewage treatment 
plant is re-used under strict conditions to water the town’s 
public open spaces, sporting fields, private and public toilets, 
nurseries, golf course as well as being used for dust suppression 
during road construction. 
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Emergency After Hours: 02 6622 7022

 Visit Council
You can visit us at our offices in 
Mullumbimby and at the Byron Visitors 
Centre to renew permits, make payments 
and have your questions answered by our 
friendly team.

 Website
Visit our website: www.byron.nsw.gov.au  

We’re working hard to strengthen our 
communication and engagement and 
build on the quality of information 
available on our website and via social 
media. 

   
Facebook and Instagram
You’re invited to be part of the ongoing 
conversation on facebook where we have 
an active community of 4000 followers 
and check out our new Instagram page.

  ENews
Get a fortnightly summary of Council news 
from ENews.  Email media@byron.nsw.
gov.au to subscribe.   

MORE WAYS TO CONNECT
Our community  
engagement platform  

www.yoursaybyronshire.com.au

Check out Council’s yoursaybyronshire.com.au 
platform where you can find current Council 
surveys and consultation and have a say.

#RecycleRight

2 3Only recycle these items
Keep it Simple Keep Out Small Items

No plastic bags or wrapping
Keep Out Soft Plastics

Nothing smaller than a credit card1

LIDS  
OFF!

5 64 Keep it Safe 
Keep out strapping, hose, netting,  
wires, cords and cables

Rinse or wipe out containers Don’t bag or box your recyclables
Keep it Clean Keep it Loose 

A-Z Recycling Guide

     Cigarette butts

    Cling wrap

     Clothing

      Coffee cups and lids  

(takeaway) 

     Coffee grinds

     Coffee pods

     Compostable bin liners  

(Council approved) 

     Crockery and ceramics 

     Cutlery steel and plastic

 D
     Disposable nappies

 E
      E waste eg computers, printers, TVs

     Eggshells

     Envelopes (including windows) 

 F
   Fabric

     Fire extinguishers 

     Flowers and dead plants

    Foam underlay

     Food pouches

      Food scraps (all) 

     Fruit and vegetable scraps (all) 

     Furniture

 G
     Garden trimmings

     Garden waste (bulk)

     Gas bottles

     Glass jars and bottles 

(lids off and clean)

     Glass plates/Pyrex/mirror glass

     Grains (e.g. pasta, bread, rice, noodles) 

     Grass clippings

 H
     Hair

   Hazardous chemicals & containers  

(pool & garden chemicals)

     Hommus and other dip containers

     Hose and pipe

     Household items (e.g. bikes,  

mowers, furniture, toys, crockery 

etc.)

 J
     Junk mail (paper) 

 K
     Kitty litter

 L
     Laminated paper

     Leaves

     Lids (larger than a credit card)

     Lids (smaller than a credit card) 

 Light bulbs and tubes 

    Lighters

 M
     Magazines

    Matresses

     Meat scraps (animal and fish) 

     Meat trays (foam and plastic) 

     Medical waste 

     Medicine bottles 

     Mesh and netting

 N
     Newspapers

 O
     Oils <20 litres

 A
     Aerosol cans (empty)

     Aluminium cans (clean) 

     Aluminium foil (clean) 

    Appliances

     Ash (cold) 

 B
     Baking paper

     Bamboo food containers  

and cutlery

   Batteries

     Biscuit and cake trays  

(foam or plastic) 

     Bones (meat and fish) 

     Books 

     Bottle tops  

(smaller than a credit card) 

     Branches

     Bread tags

     Broken toys

     Bubble wrap

      Building materials  

(e.g. timber, tiles and tin etc.)

 C
     Cables and cords

     Car batteries 

     Cardboard items (clean)

     Cardboard egg cartons

     Cardboard takeaway  

 food containers 

      Cartons milk and juice 

(lids off and clean)

     Cassette tapes

     CD covers

     Cellophane

     Chip and snack food packets

 P
     Paint <20 litres

     Paint tins (empty up to 4 litres) 

     Paper (dirty or wet) 

     Paper (clean)

     Paper towel (used) 

     Pens and pencils

     Pet waste 

     Pill packets (all) 

     Pizza boxes

     Placemats

      Plastic bags and soft plastic -   

Or recycle through Redcycle  

programm (see question 6 in FAQs)

      Plastic containers and bottles  

(lids off and clean) 

      Plastic cups, plates  

and cutlery

 Plastic plant pots (empty)

 Polystyrene 

     Poppers (other Tetra PaksTM)

    PVC pipe 

 R
     Rope

    Rubber products

 S
    Sanitary items

     Seafood

      Serviettes and napkins  

(used paper) 

     Shoes 

     Shredded paper

     Soil (small amounts only)

      Steel tins and cans  

(clean and empty)

      Strawberry and other  

plastic fruit punnets

     Straws (plastic) 

     Straws (paper) 

     String and twine

 T
     Takeaway foam containers  

and cups

     Tea bags

      Timber off-cuts (SMALL - Not Treated, 

No paint and No nails or fittings) 

     Tissues  

    Tooth paste tubes

    Toothbrushes

     Treated pine (bulk)

     Treated timber (small off-cuts)

     Tyres

 V
     Vacuum cleaner dust

     Videos

     Vinyl (e.g. school bags)

 W
     Wallpaper

     Waxed paper/cardboard

     Weeds

     White goods

     Window glass

     Windscreen glass

     Wine casks inners

     Wipes

    Wrapping paper (paper)

     Wrapping paper (plastic)

 Y
     Yoghurt containers (empty and clean)

What goes in each bin?

   Put in your yellow Recycling Bin

   Put in your green Organics Bin

   Put in your red Landfill Bin

   Byron Resource Recovery Centre

RecyclingOrganics Landfill

  or into your  own compost

Keep it simple.  
Keep it clean.  
Keep it coming ‘round.

•  Nappies

•  Food

•  Fabric

•   Soiled paper  
& cardboard 

•   Meat &  
biscuit trays

•   Coffee cups  
& lids 

•  Polystyrene

KEEP OUT:

Buy or renew your Pay Parking Permit today.
Buying and renewing your Pay Parking Permit online is easy – just remember 

you’ll need your current car registration certificate. 
Buy and renew online:  www.byron.nsw.gov.au/byron-shire-pay-parking  

Or bring your current car registration certificate to the Mullumbimby Office or Byron Visitor Centre

Free shopping bag and kitchen caddy liners
We’d love your feedback on our community magazine Something to Talk About, which is an overview of the work and projects we’ve done in 
2019. We are giving away a free calico shopping bag and a roll of compostable kitchen caddy liners to the first 10 people who email  
media@byron.nsw.gov.au with their thoughts. Looking forward to hearing from you.


