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State Environmental Planning Policy No. 71 – Coastal Protection
Process diagram for Significant Coastal Development (part 3)

Is the Significant Coastal Development (refer to Part 3 of the policy)
classified as State significant development (refer to clause 10 and 

Schedule 2 of the policy)? Note: Generally, Significant Coastal 
Development is development specified in clause 9 of the policy.

Development application (DA)
submitted to the local council 

for determination.

Is the development on (or partly on)
land within a 'sensitive coastal

location', within 100m below mean
high water mark, or on land described

in Schedule 3? Refer to clause 9
(1)(b),(c),(d) of the policy. 

The council must send a copy of the DA to the Director-General of PlanningNSW for review within 
2 days of council's receipt of the DA. [Refer to clause 11(2) of the policy and the 

PlanningNSW SEPP No. 71 - DA Referral Sheet.for Councils]
The Director-General will confirm receipt of DA.

The council must not determine the
DA within 28 days of the DA's receipt

by the Director-General.

The council is the consent authority
and must apply the provisions of the

policy, any adopted master plan under
Part 5 of the policy and any matters

set out in clause 8 or specified by the
Director-General (refer to clause 11(4)

and (5) of the policy).

The council is the consent authority and
determines the DA in accordance with

section 79C of the Act (as in the 
usual manner).

Has the Minister decided to call-in the DA under
section 88A of the EP&A Act? 

(Refer to clause 11(3)(b) of the policy.)

A consent authority must not grant consent for certain
types of land subdivision unless the Minister has:

• adopted a master plan for land to which 
the development applies; or

• waived the need for a master plan to be 
adopted (due to the adequacy of other 

planning controls or other such reasons.

Once adopted, the consent authority must consider
the provisions of the master plan when determining
a DA for development on land to which the master

plan applies (refer to Part 5 of the policy).
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Note: This diagram is advisory only, and
should always be read in conjunction with
the policy itself and other relevant
documentation, such as the statutes
referred to in the policy.

Development
application (DA)
submitted to the

Minister for
Planning for

determination.

The Minister is the
consent authority.

Refer to clause 9(2)
and clause 10 of 

the policy.
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